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"A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE SWEDISH MISSION 
FROM ITS COMMENCEMENT UNTIL ITS CESSA 
TION." 

BY REV. NICHOLAS COLLIN. 

[Copied from Book No. 3 of the " Eecords of the Church at Swedes 

boro," New Jersey.] 

The first Swedish colony in North America arrived in 

the year 1634, and was followed by three or four reinforce 

ments during the succeeding years until 1654. The Swedes 

acquired by fair purchase from the natives all the western 

coast of Delaware from Cape Henlopen to Trenton, and 

extending due west to a distance of forty miles. Their first 

principal settlement was at Christina Creek [near Wil 

mington], and they had a church at Tinicum, where also, 
the governor resided. The Low Dutch had sometime before 

the arrival of the Swedes taken possession of North river 

and founded New Amsterdam, now New York. They had 

also got a slender footing on the eastern shore of the Dela 

ware and built a fort called Nassau, where Gloucester now 

stands. This naturally created a jealousy, which produced 
contests, and finally hostilities, terminating in the conquest 
of the infant Swedish colony, as it was not supported by 
Sweden, which at that time, was engaged in war with 

several of the first powers in Europe. 
After the death of the clergymen who accompanied the 

first colonists from Sweden, the people became very desti 

tute, until their humble address to Charles XI King of 

Sweden, the mission was instituted which has continued 

without intermission until this time. This mission was 

composed of three distinct Rectorships, viz : Wicacoa, with 

Kingsessing and Upper Merion, in Pennsylvania ; Christina, 
in Delaware ; and Racoon with Pennsneck, in West Jersey. 

The clergy consisted of the three respective Rectors and 
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in later times, a minister extraordinary. One of the ordi 

nary Pastors was also Provost or Commissary, having a 

degree of superintending authority over the whole mission. 

The Extraordinary had from Sweden a yearly salary of 

?33. stg. The Commissary office has had from the time of 

Mr. Sandin, ?50. stg. ; the Crown bestowed to every coming 

missionary ?50. stg. to defray the expense of the voyage 
and an equal sum on returning. While waiting for prefer 

ment after their return, they had adequate pensions: the 

Commissaries one-third more than the others. They also 

obtained very good employment, several having been re 

warded with the best Rectorships in Sweden. 

Until the beginning of this century, Racoon and Penns 

neck made parts of the congregations over the river: the 

first at Wicacoa, and the other of Christina. In the year 

1704, a church was built where the New Church at Swedes 

boro now stands, and endowed with the lands yet preserved, 
to wit : one hundred acres of which Swedesboro makes a 

part, and the marsh meadows of six acres, four miles from 

thence down Racoon creek. Their first minister, Tol 

stadius, was drowned in the Delaware in 1706; the second, 
Mr. Aureen, died 1713. He w^as succeeded by Abraham 

Lidenius, who also became pastor of Pennsneck, where a 

church was erected 1717, and endowed by Jaquett with 

eight acres of land. From that date both congregations 
have been united and both conjoined in the commissions of 

the Rectors. 

By the unwearied solicitude of Mr. Lidenius, the congre 

gations were after eight years consultation prevailed upon 
to purchase the Glebe in Pilesgrove, which contains two 

hundred and thirty-five acres, and cost ?145. In 1724 Mr. 

Lidenius went home to Sweden with his wife, Maria Van 

Neaman and three children. 

Peter Tranberg arrived in 1726, with Andrew Wind 

rufer, who as assistant had charge of Pennsneck until 

1728, when he died. In 1741 Tranberg was promoted to 

the Rectorship of Christina, where he died. 

The vacancy was in some measure supplied by William 



" A Brief Account of the Swedish Mwsion." 351 

Malander. This person had come to America with Dylan 
der, pastor of Wicacoa, as schoolmaster. Being a student 

of Divinity he obtained permission to preach and baptize 

children, and would by a mandate of the Archbishop have 

received holy orders from Dylander and Tranberg, if he 

had not departed this life. During the vacancy the Mo 

ravians created a chisma and built the meeting-house on 

Oldman's creek. Pastor Naesman, from Wicacoa, and Tran 

berg, from Christina, did, however, supply the congregation 

occasionally. 
John Sandin arrived the first of April, 1748, with his 

wife and a young child, after a tedious and perilous voyage. 
He died after six months. Professor Kalm, who, at this 

time by the King of Sweden's order, travelled through 
North America, resided for the winter at Racoon and 

preached in the church. He afterwards married Mrs. 

Sandin and went with her to Sweden, encountering on the 

passage a tremendous tempest. 
Eric Unander, who came in as minister extraordinary, 

became in 1751, the pastor of the two churches. In 1756 

he was promoted to Christina Church, and afterwards went 

home. 

John Abraham Lidenius, son of Abraham Lidenius, suc 

ceeded as Rector, after having since 1751, served as as 

sistant in these congregations and those of Pennsylvania. 
He obtained his recall, but in the meantime died in Penn 

sylvania. 

His successor John Wiesell became Rector in 1762. His 

active zeal for the spiritual and temporal concerns of the 

congregations is yet remembered. By his exertions the 

parsonage house in Swedesboro was erected, the lots leased, 
the marsh meadow banked and tossacked, and the swamp 
near Swedesboro cleared out for pasture. He had also the 

principal credit for the charity schoolhouse in Swedesboro. 

In the Autumn of 1773, he returned and was promoted to 

the important Rectorship of Munktorp, in the central part 
of Sweden, where he is yet living. 

Nicholas Collin arrived in 1770, the 12th of May, as 
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minister extraordinary, and officiated through the Mission, 
but especially at Racoon and Pennsneck, until the depart 
ure of John Wiesell, since which time to July, 1788, he 
was Rector of these congregations and for seven years 
Provost of the Mission. By letters to the Archbishop and 

Consistory of Upsal, dated 8th July 1778, I solicited in 

pressing terms for my recall. I had then officiated for 

above eight years within the mission, and was consequently 
entitled to preferment at home. There was moreover a 

strong necessity for my departure ; the rents of the church 

lands had by the depreciation of the current money and 

the dearness of many necessary articles, fell to a tenth part 
of their usual value. The congregations had suffered great 
distress from the war, and many of the more able members 

were, as is common in America, unwilling to contribute for 

the support of public worship. There was no prospect of 

peace or civil order for several years, and consequently no 

hopes of relief. A temporary vacancy, though prejudicial 
to the congregations was therefore inevitable, at the same 

time a saving of the little church revenue after my depart 
ure would shorten this vacancy by adding to the support of 

my successor. All this was fully represented in my letter, 
with an express declaration, that without a speedy allevia 

tion of my sufferings I should not even wait for the recall, 
but depart next Spring. It must be observed that my want 

of subsistence would not have been grievous, if I could 

have drawn my Commissary salary, but this was imprac 
ticable as all communication with Sweden was cut off by 
the dreadful disorders of those times. When the seat of 

war was removed from the Delaware, I obtained at least 

more tranquility, and therefore resolved to wait for my 

recall, repeating my solicitation for it by several letters for 

two years. My request was at last granted by the King's 
Resolve of 22d. November 1782. The reason of this delay 
was, that the Consistory had not sooner presented my peti 

tion, because his Majesty had by a previous order signified 
his pleasure that the American Missionaries should remain 

in the stations until the event of the war was known. In 
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May 1783, I received this recall. I should then with pleas 
ure have returned to my dear native country, but personal 
concerns and anxiety for my ecclesiastical trust determined 

me still to continue for sometime, especially as the urgent 

plea of necessity had now ceased with the return of peace. I 

therefore informed the Consistory of my resolution to re 

main for a short while, until the congregations could be 

supplied with a successor ; declaring also, that in case the 

King was pleased to continue the Mission I was willing 
to take upon me the charge of Wicacoa, Kingsessing and 

Upper Merion, which churches were becoming vacant by 
the recall of the Rev. Mathias Huitgren, as a new-comer, 
however desiring, could not be useful in that station because 

of the extinction of the Swedish language. I also ex 

pressed my readiness to assist my successor in Racoon and 

Pennsneck by all the influence I derived from long service 

and personal connection. 

On this request his Majesty was pleased by resolve of the 

10th of August 1785, to appoint me Rector of those con 

gregations, and also to leave Racoon and Pennsneck vacant, 
until they should express their option of the King's future 

regulation for the Swedish Mission. This was " that where 

as the congregations in their present mature state must be 

sufficiently able to support their ministers; and whereas 

they had nearly lost the language of their ancestors, which 
was a principal tie of their connection with Sweden : There 

fore the congregations could not in future obtain any 
ministers from Sweden without a formal stipulation to 

defray the whole expense of the voyage incoming and 

returning; and to afford them a decent support during 
their continuance in the ministry." The King was pleased 
to add, that future ministers who might choose to go upon 
these terms, should not be entitled to the superior privileges 
of pensions and preferments heretofore granted to Amer 

ican missionaries. 

The congregations at Racoon and Pennsneck yet feeling 
the distress of a calamitous war, and the first being more 

over involved in a most difficult enterprise of erecting the 

Vol. xvl?23 
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new church, could not immediately comply with these con 

ditions. I therefore informed the Archbishop, that for the 

present a temporary vacancy was elegible, and that I would 

to the utmost of my power lessen the disadvantages thereof. 

It must be remarked, that the Swedish government had 

already in the year 1773, by the ministry of the mission, 

proposed to the respective congregations a partial reform of 

the former plan, to wit. that they should bear the expense 
of the voyage from London to America, and from here 

again to that place for their pastors ; the Crown, as usual, 

defraying the remaining part. The intervening war pre 
vented any attention to this proposal. It was laid before 

the respective vestries on the restoration of peace; those of 

Wicacoa with its annexes, and of Christina, resolved to 

comply with the demand, in case they should request the 

favour of Swedish successors after their present pastors; 
that of Racoon and Pennsneck promised to contribute ac 

cording to the ability of their less opulent congregations. 
In the meantime the Swedish language decreased con 

tinually by decease of the ancient people. The clergy 
themselves were sensible of the great disadvantages attend 

ing the usual change of missionaries every seventh or eighth 

year, and represented the matter in its true light to the 

Archbishop and Consistory. The Vestry of Wicacoa, King 

sessing and Upper Merion, received with grateful respect 

my appointment to their churches, and acknowledged their 

great obligation to the King and his illustrious predecessors 
for the long continued care of their spiritual welfare,?but 
at the same time declined a continuance of this favor, as 

the great change of circumstances must hereafter make the 

mission a burden to the Crown of Sweden, without any 

adequate benefit to the congregations which had totally lost 

the language of their ancestors?they therefore signified 
their intention of providing for themselves after my depart 
ure. The vestry of Christina Church expressed the same 

sentiments. 

The congregations of Racoon and Pennsneck did not 

come to an immediate resolution on this affair, but by my 



"A Brief Account of the Swedish Mission." 355 

advice waited until the debt incurred for the new church 

was somewhat reduced by the rents falling due after my 

removal, and in the view of knowing how long the mission 

might be kept up in the other churches under the Revd. 

Laurence Pirelius and myself. The daily decay of the 

Swedish tongue by the death of ancient and respectable 
members ; the probabilities of our speedy return to Sweden ; 
the unpleasant situation of a solitary missionary and the 

great expense of a probably frequent change of ministers, 

unsupportable for the small revenue of their churches ; 

finally determined their coincidence in sentiment with their 

sister congregations. 
The Archbishop of Sweden having submitted to his 

Majesty these sentiments of the congregations, received the 

King's final resolve, which he communicated in a letter ad 

dressed to the vestries of the churches that compose the 

mission dated Upsal 25th June 1789, of which the follow 

ing is the principal matter, carefully translated : 

" The King approving of the reasons that induced the 

congregations henceforth to choose their ministers, rather 

than to be supplied with Swedish missionaries at the expense 
of the Swedish Crown, has thereunto given his gracious 
consent, and in consequence thereof permits the remaining 
Swedish missionaries, the Commissaries Laurence Pirelius 

and Nicholas Collin to return to their native country, as 

soon as their circumstances may render it convenient. 
At the same time the King from the love he bears to the 

Swedish name, appreciates unto all the members of these 

congregations, as in great part descendants from Sweden, 
all manner of felicity spiritual and temporal ; and will have 
them assured of his royal favor. 

" It shall also ever be my sincere wish and ardent prayer, 
that Almighty God may with his Grace and mercies embrace 

the members of these congregations, jointly and separately, 
and that the Gospel light which was first kindled in those 

parts by the tender solicitude of Swedish Kings, and the 

zeal of Swedish clergymen, may there, while days are num 
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bered, shine with perfect brightness and produce the most 

salutary fruits. 
" The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of the 

Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with and 

over you all, are the wishes of a most sincere heart. 

"Your Affectionate Servant 
" Uno von Troil." 

During the vacancy I gave the congregations every atten 

tion consistent with my distant situation and multiplicity of 

business. At Swedesboro I performed divine service every 
third Sunday during the summer and autumn of 1786, and 

by longer intervals the two following years. I likewise vis 

ited some worthy members in their sickness and preached 
some funeral sermons. Besides I made frequent journeys 
for settling the business of the new church. Pennsneck 

could not possibly obtain the same share of service, yet I 

officiated for a few times at that church, and also preached 

occasionally at houses on afternoons after finishing the ser 

vice at Racoon. 

Having no doubt but that the Swedish government would 

take the above final resolution upon the mission, I consulted 

with the vestry on the means of providing an American 

successor. We determined to make proposals to the Revd. 

Christian Streit, pastor of a Lutheran Church in Virginia. 
He paid a visit to Swedesboro in the Fall of 1788, and ex 

pressed great satisfaction in the honor conferred upon him, 

desiring time for consideration. By letter of the 1st Sep 
tember 1789, he notified me that he must with regret 
decline the offer, because of a precarious state of health 

and of the impossibility of procuring a successor for his 

congregation. This gentleman had been educated by Dr. 

Wransrel when Rector of Wicacoa Church and afterwards 

ordained by the German Lutheran Ministry. With knowl 

edge of the German tongue, he has, being country born a 

perfect expression in the English. After failing in this I 

intended to try other means for an auspicious settlement of 

the churches. In the meantime the Vestry of Swedesboro 
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engaged Mr. Croes to give what service he could, and after 

a few months satisfactory trial called him to the pastoral 

charge, which I hope and sincerely pray, may promote the 

glory of God, and the happiness of souls. 

In the meantime Mr. Wade, had for a twelvemonth 

served the congregations by agreement between him and 

them, without any interposition of mine. 

The foregoing narrative sufficiently accounts for the 

gradual cessation of the Swedish mission first in Racoon 

and Pennsneck and afterwards in the Christina Church, by 
the return of Dr. Girelius to Sweden in the month of May 
last with his wife and four children. Every person of re 

flection must be sensible that the Swedish mission has in a 

considerable degree contributed to the moral civilization of 

this young country. This great blessing claims the more 

gratitude from all concerned as the kindness of their mother 

country was perfectly gratuitous, and yet very troublesome. 

The total expense of the mission for near a century amounts 

to seven or eight thousand pounds sterling. The mission 

aries have encountered great hardships, by long and perilous 

voyages ; many years absence from a native land peculiarly 
dear to Swedes, by the indigent circumstances of a new 

country, and by the difficulties of a clerical charge, where 

the interest of religion is not supported either by laws or 

public opinion. 
The pastors of Racoon and Pennsneck have always borne 

the heaviest burden, from the insalubrity of a low swampy 
and less improved country; the scattered situation of the 

people for thirty miles in length, and twelve in breadth; and 

from the scantiness of support?the revenue of the church 

lands being small and the ministers never having any regular 

salaries, but depending on the presents of a few generous 
members. My sufferings have been severe. During the 

war the rents of Churchlands were insignificant by the in 

credible depreciation of the Congress money, which finally 

passed one hundred and fifty to one specie dollar, and sunk 

in the hands of the unfortunate holders. The congregations 
did but little for my relief, because several of the best mem 
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bers were distressed by the barbarous devastations of par 
ties. From these causes and the failure of my supplies 
from home, I was at times in want of necessaries. Yet, 
this indigence, however disagreeable to persons accustomed 

to the conveniences of life and placed in respectable sta 

tions, would have been very supportable in a firm state of 

health, but unfortunately my constitution already in the 

second year after my arrival much injured by the fever and 

ague, was every year harrassed by various painful disorders, 
and finally so reduced, that a change of place or the grave 
seemed to be the only alternatives ; especially as I could 

not as a Swedish missionary have relinquished the fatiguing 

charge of Pennsneck. 

May divine grace enable the pastors of souls in every 

nation, to approve themselves in all things as the ministers 

of God : in much patience, in afflictions, in necessities, in 

distresses, in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in watch 

ing, in fastings, by pureness, by knowledge, by long suffer 

ing, by kindness, by love unfeigned, by the word of truth, 

by the power of God, by the armor of righteousness in the 

right hand and the left. Then shall they turn many to 

righteousness and shine as stars for ever and ever. May 
the incorruptible seed which Swedish missionaries have 

sown in these congregations, sometimes with joy and some 

times with tears, produce abundant fruit of the spirit, in 

all goodness, righteousness and truth, and flourish an eternal 

glorious planting in the land of the living. 
Nicholas Collin, 

late Rector of Racoon and Pennsneck, 
and Provost of the Swedish mission, 

yet Rector of the Swedish Churches in 

Pennsylvania. 
Philadelphia, 

Dec. 10, 1791. 
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